WTHE WILL CF GOD®

WFor this is the will of God.? I Thessalonians 4:3

God has & wili. The scriptures sscribe this attribute to Him. "Borm, not of bloed,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.® John 1:13.

"That good =nd acceptable and perfect will'of God." I Corinthians 1:1. His wiil
determines His mctions. His will ums clesrly revesled in His outward sctivitlies

in westion. He willed and it wes done. But for thst will, crestion would not have
taken pisce. The wmiverse everywhere presents the impress of His will. The will of
God is also manifested in His providential government of the universe. But it is
most distinctively exhibited in the work of redemptions.

God has will concerning man. Whst a glorious truth that insignificant man engzges .
the mind and heart of God. God has a plan for every life., He has a pattern for -
every character, He has an idesl for every soul. To make His will knowm and get
it zccomplished has always been the biggest wndertaking of God. About this He has
taken no chances. He has magnified His Word above His Kame. His Name tells whot
He is and His Word tells what He says and He makes the doing of His Word grester
than the praising of His Name, '

To do the will of God was the biggest business of Christ when he wes on earth. Satan
wanted Him to do something else. He offered Him pey and power to substitute something
else -— sense, sentiment, sensation, something. God's will ceme first in His life.

He made His life conform to God's plan for it. He wanted God's will to be done regerd-
less of what that will might be, He prayed, "Not My will, but Thine be done." He uas
obedient to God's will in evervything. In the sccomplishment of the will of God, Christ
brought people to Him, csused them to know Him and made them happy in Him.

There are twe importent things in comnection with the will of God for our livesi--
Discoveringithe Will of God.

Setan triéé to deceive us about the will of God =nd when he czn not succeed at that,

he tries to keep us from doing the will of God. There are various phases of His will:i--

1. The secret will of Ged..

2. The détermining will of God.
By this He purposes and decrees what shall come to pass.

3, The prescribing will of God.
By this he tells us what we should co. He sets forth the rule of duty. His
determining will must always be accomplished; His prescribing will may be dis-
obeyed. His will of purpose always comes to pess. His will of desire does not
always come to pass. His will of comrand is often disobeyed.

4. Thé revealed will of God.

What is the revealed will of God for us?



(1) The salvation of sinners.

(2)

- (3)

mAnd this is the Fatherts will which hath sert me, that of all which He hath
given me I should lose nothing, but should rsise it up =sgain at the lsst day.
And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone which seeth the Son,

and believeth on Him, mey have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at

the last day." John 6:39-40.- It is not His will that any sheould perish. _
"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-werd, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.” II Peter 3:9. He wents all men to have everlasting
life., What does thet mesn? Everlasting life means sn endless existernce in

the sbsence of 211 evil and in the possession of all godd -- physicsal, intellectualy
moral, social, and religious.

No one would ever be saved if God had not willed salvation. He willed salvation
both from His side —- the side of electing grace — and from our side -- the side
of believing faith. God willed the grace and He moves the faith. He willed to
save everyone who would believe on Christ. It is the will of God that belleving
sinners shall be saved,. : ‘ '

The sanctifiecation of ssints.

"Por this is the will of God, even your sanctification.” I Thessalonians 4% 3.
Sanctification is sslvation plus. Salvation is for simners. Sanctificaztion

is for saints. The Bible has a messege for sinners. It has a message also for
saints. It ie "able to make thee wise unto salvation." It is profitsble too,
tfor doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruetion. inm righteousness."
II Timothy 3:15~16. The will of God works unto salvation of sinners and unto
sanctification of saints. It is the will of God thst saints shall be senctified,
that is, "set apart® for Him. Sanctification is a supernatural thing becsuse
it i divipely infused. It is intrinsical because it lies chiefly in the heart.
Tt is extersive because it spreads into the whole person. It is beautiful,
abiding, and progressive.

The service of believers.

"The work whereunto I have called them.® Acts 13:2. Service cen rever take the
place of sslvation or of sanctification, but both salvation and sznctification
ought to produce the best possible service —- divinely-directed and geripturally-
stated service according to the will of God. Service out of salvation and sanc-
tification is glorious to God snd blessed to us. But service without salvation
and sanctifiecation is empty snd impotent. Such service mey be humenly effective
ard highly ecstatic and much praised, but it cheapens Christ and chests and
deceives Christisns,

The will of God works from sslvation through sanctification to service. Believers
ought to live as saints and serve as saints, according to the will of God. The
Holy Spirit spoke to the church at Antioch about the will of God for the servicd

of believers. What was this work? It was the divine tesk of world-wide wit-
nessing. . -The -church was but cooperating with God in the work of His will. He

is aluays behind His work. He does not want us to be behind :in in His work. A
non-missionary church is doomed to narrowress and failure. The members of & non-
missionsry church -- saved though they be -- good in their living though they be -
seriptural in their giving though they be -~ will soon be mere concerned sbout
local conditions than about world-wide witnessing.



II.

{4) The satisfaction of servants.

The church at Antioch and its missionaries enjoyed this satisfaction. "And

when they hsd come and gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that

God had done with them, and how he had opene? the door of fzith unto the
Gentiles." Acts 14:27. VWhat a rewsrd for service! What a glorious church
Antioch became! What a world-wide work it 4id! Frem their world-wideé witnessing
the gospel blessing went over into Europe and thence on to Aperica and to us.

There is no substitute for the will of God, whether in its content or its ordér. Its
content is for salvation and sanctification and service and satisfsction. This, too,
is its order.  To try to change this order is to ecourt disaprointment and damage. To
hope to reach either salvation or sanctification through service is a false hope. To
try to substitute service for either salvation or sanctification is to try a false plan.
According to the will of God is the seeret of individual Christisn living and the -
promise of satisfactory church service.

Deing the Will of God.

Cod's will is the biggest and best thing for any life, To ascerteain His will for our

‘lives is the greatest discovery we shall ever make. To know His will for owr lives is

the greatest privilege we shall have in this life. To follow His plan with unwavering

fidelity and to achieve His will for owr lives is the greatest achievement we shall ever

attain. In the model prayer, He taught us te prey, "Thy will be done." We should pray

this prayer: e o ) :

1. With the conviction that we have not fully done His will. .
This is true of esch individual as well a2s the human race.

2. With a-sincere desire to know Fully whet His will is for us.

32, With an-earnest lénging to do His will.
To know-Godts will is net sufficient.. Ve should ‘yearn above all else that His will
may be done. Reslly to desire His will is not aluays essy. Jesus 4id not find it
so, but-still He prayed, "Nevertheless, not my will, but Thine, be dorne.® The will
of God is the will of Him Who loves with an infinite love and Who always seeks our
highest possible good.

4o With a spirit of self-dedication.
One should mean that here and now I give myself into His contrel.

¥hy should God's will be done?

1. It is right.

2, It is perfect.

3. It is best.

He knows better than we what is for owr resl good. He wills owr present and eternal
welfare, Failure to do His will always mesns self-injury.



L. It is beneficial.

There is joy in the very az ct of performing His will. Happiness, safety and satis~
faction always result from doing it. We should deem it a great privilege to be
allowed to do His wili.

How should God's will be done by us?
1. Uhhésitatingly.’
2. Promptly.

3; Cheerfully.

4. Intelligently.
5.- Lovingly.

6. Thoreughly.

7. Prayerfully.

8. Gontinuouslx.’
g. ﬁhiéersally.
10. Perfectly. -

Life is not a question of being or having this or thet; it is simply a question of the
will of God —- knowing it, living it, and doing it. '

OBEDIENRCE

T said: *Let me walk in the fields.™

= He said: "Ko, walk in the town."

I said: "There are no {lowers there."
He said: "No, flowers, but a crown."

I saids "But the skies sre black;
- There is nothing but noise and din."®
And He wept as He sent me backe~
“There is more," He said, "There is sim."

I said: "But the air is thick,
And foge are veiling the sun.%

He snswered: "Yet souls are sick,
And souls in the dark undonel"

I said: "I shall miss the light
- Ané friends will miss me they say."
Ho answered: "Choose tonight

If I am to miss you or they.”

I pleaded for time to be given.
He said: "Is it hard to decide?
It will not seem so hard in heaven
To have followed the steps of your Guide."



B

I cast one look at the fields,
Then set my face to the toun;
He said, "My chil@, do you yield?
Will you leave the flowers for the crown?®®

Then into His hand went mine;

3 And inte my heart came He;

And I walked in a light divine,
The path I had feared to see.

————ww George McDonald



