THE WORID!S GREATEST ((MING EVENT
John 14:%3; I Thessalonispy £:13-18

Christ is the theme of the whele Bible, The theme of the (O1d Testement is Christ is coming.
The theme of the Gospels is that Christ has come. The theme of the Acts, the Epistles and
the Revelation is that Christ is coning again.

From the time that God spoke the world into exlstence, it has been the stage of many wonderful
eventg., Perhaps the greatest evenl in history was vwhen Christ Jesus came as the Babe to
Bethlehem, Another great eveni was the completior of His redemptive work on the cross.

The world's greatest future evenl iz the second coming of Chrigt, FHis return is one of

the grandest and most inspiring themes in the Bible, snd vet it has suffered terribly from
igrnorance, prejudiece, indifference and perversion. ilthough the study of this subject is
greatly neglected, it is tremerdeusly important, excesdingly interesting and very helpful,

I, The Certainty Of This Bvent,
1. Parposed'in the mind of Cod.
2. Prompted by the love of Ond.

3. Provhesied by the provhets of Cod.
They used the choicest words and noblest vhrases and clauses when they sought to
vortray the second coming of Christ.

4o Promised by the Son of Tud. '
"I will come again.® Jobn 14:3. Note the Ferson--"I%: the Power—-"I will"; the
Promise—"I will come"; the Prospeet--"1 will come again®: the People—"And receive
you®: the Place--"Thet wvhere I am¥:; the Perrore-~"Ye may be alse," "For the Son
of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels, and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.® ‘etthew 16:27.

5. FProclaimed by the Spirit of Cod,
(1) Through messengars from hesven.
"And while they loeked sieadfastly tewsrd hesven as he went up, behold, two men
stoed by them in white spporel; who a2lse sald, 'We men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing wp inte heeven? This same Jesus, who is teken wp from you into heaven,
shall so come in like mermer as ve have seen hinm reo into heaven.® Acts 1:10-11.

They left the meunt ¢f swcension £i1led with joyous hope and gloriecus anticipation.

(2) Through the apostles.

Pawl:
"For the Lord himself ghall descend Trom heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archanmel, and with the trump of God." I Thessaloniams /:16.
"Se Christ was cnce offered to bewr the sins of many; and unto them that
lock for him shell he appesr the secord time without sin unbto salvation.”
Hebrews 9:28,

Peter:
ind when the chief Shepherd shell sppear, ye shall receive 2 crown of
gloery that fadeth not away.” T Peter 5:.

James s

"Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Iord." James 5:7.



II.

. S

John: :
"And now, 1ittls children, abide in Him; thet when He shall avpear,
we may have confidence, and not be sshamed before him at his coming.”
I John 2:28. ‘"Behold! He cometh with clouds, and every eye ghall see
him." BRevelation 1:7.

(3) Through the Terd's Supper. ,
With reference to it, Pesul said: "For as offer zs ye eat this bread and drink
this cup, ye do chow the Iordis desth 111l he come.? T Corinthians 11:26,

The Supper is not only & commemorstion of the pest and a proclemation ef the
present, but alse an anticivation of the future-="ti11 he eome.”

It is hard to understand how anyone can read the Fihle and not believe in the return
of Christ. Over three hundrsd passages of scrinture refer to His second coming. Since
the truth of His return occupies such a prominent nlace in the Word of God, it should
oceupy & corresponélng poaition in owr thought and study. To neglect this subject

is to ignore a great porition of God's Word. The doctrine of the second coming of
Carist is a premiment, positive, precious, purifving and powerful one.

The Consequences Of This Event.

1. The resurrection of the dead in Christ.
"For the lord Himself shall descend f£rom hesven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the deed in Chrlqt shall rise first.™
I Theesslonians A:16. "The dead in Chrigt"e.ch, what an expressionl! If Christ
should not come, there would never be @ resurrection of "the dead in Christ,"
The ressrrection of the bodies of "the desd in Chrigt® in every part of the habitable
globe, whether in the cemeteries or benesth the waves of the seas, will take place
when Christ cemes again. The bodies of our loved ones who were Christians, whether
father, mother, husbend, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister or frienmd, will arise
out of those cemeteries where we lovingly placed them.

4 seventeen year old Roman Catholic girl asccepted Christ as her Savieur and was
saved. Iater che comtracted tuberculosgis snd while she was on her deathbed her
parents, friends and priest tried to get her to come back into the Told of their
churchi. She ssid, "Bo, salvatiom does not come threugh penance or ritual, but
through personsl faith in Jecus Christ.” 4is g lsst resort the priest ssid, My
child, if you do not come back, you cannot be buried with ns. You cannot be buried
in boly ground." Che answered, "Bury me where you will; but when Jesus comes,

He will find every particle of dust that belongs to Bim.® It is not so important
where a body is buried, for when the Iord Jesus comes Fe will find every particle
of dust that belongs to Him, If Christ did not return, the body would never come
ocut of the grave, and death would be triumphent throughout all the countless ages
of eternity., There is not one fragment of scripture to warrant you to expect the
resurrection of any Christisan apart from the world's greatest future event-~the
gecond coming of Christ.

2. The rapture of the living Christians.
"hen we which are alive znd remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Ierd in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Iord.®

I Thessalenians 4:17.

Prom the beginning the seythe of death has cut an urhindered swath. It has not
gspared either rank or sex or age. Prince and peasant, high and low, young and
old, have fzllen befdre it 1ike ripened grain before the blade of the reaper.

We have seen them go. ¥Now many of us are beginning to lock at gray bairs coming
swiftly and wrinkles multiplying rapidly. Many realize they cannot do as mueh

ag they formerly did, and still others know that death cannot be fa « Death
is certain for &all, ir Christ tarries. OF be teb ey =
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But, the Christisns who are on earth when Christ comes agein will never die. They
Wlll be going sboul their daily vocations vhen He comes, and suddenly they will
be ehangeﬁ trensfipured and ﬁlﬁf“fleﬁ. MBeheld, I show you a mystery; We shall
not all sleep, bul wé zhell sll be chshzed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, snd the dead shell be raised
incorruptible, and we ghall sll be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal rmmst put on immoritality." I Corinthiane 15:51-53.

Thowsands of church members kpow nobthing of thisz greast truth of the rapture of

the saints, of that time when Christ shall come and the generation of Christians
who are livimg then shall not pass through the experience of physical death, bub
shall be changed into the likeness of our risen Ssviouf, ghall be caunght up,

snall be swept awsy teo meet Him snd be with Him forever. The Scriptures of the

0ld Testement give ws two illustrations of God's vower to Te this.,” One is that )
of Enoch of whom it was seid, "Hnoch walked with God: and he wes not; for God
toek him." TIn Eebrews 11:5 we read, "By fzith Encoch was translated that he should
not see death." The other illustration is that of the prophet Elijsh, deseribed in
IT Kings 2:11: "and ¥iijah went up by a vwhirlwind inte heaven.® So those of
God's children who &re Livirg when Christ returns shell be sweph- away in the
twinkling of an eye to meet the Iord in the air.

Our likeness to Christ will be revealed when He comes agsin, "Beloved, now are we
the sens of God, end it doth not yet appesr what we ghall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shaell see him as he is.” I John 3:2,

The rewnion of the Christians.

"The dead in Christ shell rise Tirst: Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together witk them in the ecloude, to meet the Iord im the air.m

I Thessalonians 4:16-17. This will surpass any family reunion which was ever
held. It will be the greatest meeting ever held. There has never been a meeting
to compare with it., It will be a reunion thait will never end. Whal a glorious
hope thig is for all bellevers whe moure the lozs of thelr loved ones!

The rewarding of the Christians,

Believers in Christ are saved withoubt works of any kind, but they are saved in order
that they may do good works. They are saved to sgerve, Paul said, "I have fought a
geod fight, T have finished ny course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousmess, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me gt that day: and not to me enly, bub unto all them also that love his
appearing.” II Timéthy L:7-%. What day? That day when Christ returns, becaumse He
said, "Behold, I come guickly: and my reward is with me." Revelation 22:12, If
Christ did net come again, Christians would not receive their rewards.

If Christ does not return, martyrs have died in vain, so far as received rewards is
concerned, William Borden, whose biegraphy is entitled "Borden of Yale 'G9,"
inherited a vast amount of money at twenty-ocne., He was a graduate of Yale and

had life before him., He chose a path leading in the opposite direction from

the one many would have chosen. He set his face toward China, going oul under

the China Inland Missionh. On his way he stayed in Egypt to nurse a missionary

who was 11l. The missionary recovered, but Borden contracted the disease and passed
into the presence of Cod, leaving his weslth to faith missions and soul-winning
institntions, Mamy ssid, "Oh, what a sacrificel" They should have said, "Oh,
what a privilege!" Vhat a rewsrd he will recelive from Christ when He returns,

Christ will rewsrd every Christian fer the Faithful service which he renders from the
time of his sslvation until he goes to be with the Lord." "The Som of man shall come
in the glory of his Fether, with his angels, and then shall he reward every man accord-
ing to his works."

Christ is coming again, He is coming perscmally—"The Lord Himself shall descend.! He



is coming bodily—-"In like menner as ye have seen Him go." He is coming vigibly——
"Beheld, He cometh with cleuds; and every eve shall see Him," He is coming suddenly—
e a thief in the might," Westurally, a thief is not exvected when he comes. He is comir
giorionsly-—-"The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels,”

is to the time of His return, it is fubure: otherwize, no one ¥nowe. The pracise time

of Hs rebturn carmot be known. 7Y know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of
ran cometh.”™ %0f thalt day end hour kmowelh no man, no, not the angels that are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father." He does not want us to lmow the eXaet time, but it is
Hie desire thet we shall be ready at any time. The Tact of His return is certain, and
that is sufficient for our comfort., The time is uncertain, and that is sufficient for
our dedication.

TII. The Cballenge Of This Event.

1. It is an incentive to prepsredness,
"Therefore, be ye a2lse ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man

cometh," Matthew 24:144.

2. Tt mrges spiritual alertpess,
"locking for thaet blessed hope, and the glorious appesring of the great God and
our Savieur Jesus Christ." Titus 2:13,

3. It is conducive to purity of life,
"ind every man that hath this hope purifieth himself.,® 1 John 3:3.

4. It preduces patience in trisl.
"Be patient therefore, breihren, wnto the coming of the Iord.® James 5:7.

5. Tt inspires saerifieial serviece.

6. It is a great comfort o those in sorrow,
The resurreetion of all ihe deed in Christ will tske place when Christ returns.
We can cowfert ené another with this faecht., A 1itile boy stoed with his mother
apd leoked inte the grave of his father and said, "on't ery mother, there'll be
no greveg when the Iord Jesus comes.™ Christians never bave to say Pigoedbye® for
the last Hime.

In view of the certain reburn of cur Redeemer, all of us who are Christians should wait
in patience, walk in perity of life, weep in hopefuvlmess, witness in faithfulness, work in
diligence, and watch in readiness, The unsaved should repent of their sins, receive the
Iord Jesus as their persomnzl Savieur, snd rejoice that He is coming to take His own.



