"THE THINGS THAT APFE REMYNMRERED®

fremembering without ceasing vour work of faith, and labor of love, and
petience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.® I Thess. 1:3

Someone has sald thet gs red;, yellow, and blue gupply intheir combi-
mation all the cther colors, soc, by a sort of morgld arelvsis, faith,
hope, end love lie at the foundation, or enterinto the composition, of
all other Christian excellenceésgs. Certelin it is that no deed we shall
ever perform will be worth remembering or have im Ik'any lusting force
unlegs it is vitallized by one of these graces, Whether purposely or
nob, FPaul has set forth in his resszons for remembering these Thessalonian
friends the only valld resson why &ny of us shall ever bs remembered.

It Is worth whlle for us to note that Paul sveaks of these thres
vértues or greces a8 working faetors. He remembered notthe Paith of
these pecple as & metier of creed, but he remembered thelr work of faith,
whieh is 8 very differenﬁ thing. He remembered not merely that they were
kEind and gentle end loving in thelr disposition, but he remembered dis-
tinctly their lsbor of love., Hot love venting itself in smiles, nor
even in cheers: but love harneszed down to service srnd herd work, He
remembered thelr hope not as a mere cereless optimism of spirit, but
he remerbered the patience of thelr hope, the courage that counld beep
burdens day after day, that could stvngg?a sgainst odds without being
dis cctwagmd, and confidently conbink to ?o@k for the buwfwf day to
COme o

Wow, the only prermanent thingsyou aend I are io &ﬁ@@mpiigh must be
in this spiritz thet feith is idle unlese we zet it to work, snd work
is useless unless it is born of falth; snd even & work of faith amounts
to nothing so far aspermenencg is concerned unless it 1z earried on for
lovets sake, It is love whieh lifts sll toil ard service up out of the
lowland of slavery and mekes of them something high and splendid. Work
thus becomes unzelifish, and is 1ifted intoc & resim where it is worth re=-
membering. The meost common kind of work becomes beaubiful in ite hero-
ism when 1t is done In faith, and for love'ls sake, with hope of helping
humanity.

Whenever Paul prayed, he remembered his friends at Thessalonica, sné
whenever he recalled them his firest feeling was one of gratitude to God
for the Christian record which, as individunels and s & church, they dis-
played. I was & record of actual falth, industrious love, and tensclious
hepe. And not Paul alone. The plurel implies that all three missicraries
prayed together. It ls our duby to be greitéeful for personal Benefits:
but it displeys & brosder snd nobler generosity when we express our thanks
o behalf of others. Pauld therked God fori===

To The Work of Their Fzaith

de ¥hat the work of faith i=s.
{1} Feith is the commencement of the spiritval life.
It 1s the eye ard hand of the soul by which the simner
sees and lsye hold on Christ for salvatlon&
(2) Patih is the foundation of (God's apirituval temple in the
s0ul.



(3) Faith is the awakening of the soul to the reality of life.
(4) Fsith is the inspiration to diszcharge the duties of 1life,
It is the propelling and susteining motive in 21l Christian
toile It is characterized by decision,calmness, and ENET LY .
2. The work of faith as applied to the Thessalicnians
The adoptiocn of faith sz the prineirle of their lives meant to
the Thesssloniansi~== '

(1} & full persussion of the truth of the gospel
(2) & steadfest edherence to it in the midat of ftrisl
{3) &n ebendonment of many vices
{4) A grest change in thelr lives ‘
(8} & consistent endeavor to cultivete the Christian
excellencés. .
8. Sincerity
b. Bumility
¢. Purity
G Temperance
{8} K econtinuous effort to extend ths gospel,
3. The work of fzith as applied %o us.

{1} %With rezsrd to Cod.
_ It causes us to:
. Depend on His gunidance
be Trust in His help
¢. Use Hiz power
d. Bide His time
. &, Alm at His glory
(2) Fith regerd to ocurselves
. To believe that Yod has qualified us for a certsin
work in & certain way.
(a) He has qualified some mentally.
(by * *® " * physically.
%c) z x ; : finafziaiiy
d) spiritually
b. To believe that CGod intends and will help each to
work in his own way.
¢. To believe that God will accept end strengthen us
as we grapple withour tasksg.
(8} With regerd to our work )
&, To believe that we ere divinely ecalled to it.
b. To believe that it is worthy of cur best.-
The best energles that we can devote to it.
The best time that we cen spernd in its preparation
and execution.
-~ The best spplisnces we can use in it.
¢. To believe in its ultimate success.
{4) With regard to others.
g. To belleve that they need ocur service
The sinful need cleensing, the degreded need ele-
vating, etec.
b, To bei%%ve that our service will meet thelr needs

II. The Iabor OFf Their Love

Iove has its laebor. The word translated "labor® approaches the
meaning of painful effort. ILabvor is harder than work., It im-



plleg great effort, toil, eand trouble. Lowve to Y54 snd love to men
are necessary for the hardest work. The steength of love is tested
by iteg labors. We show our love to Christ by what we do for Him.
Iove intensifies every faculbty, moves ¥o benevolent exerition, and
mekes even drudgery an enjoyment.

le Ths lsbor which leye implies
(1} Great anxiety fw the temporsl and spiritual well-being of
others.,
(2) Self-denying exertion to promote thet well-being,.
The labor of love suggesis the sserifices whieh we are ready
to make for the objects of our lovs.
We are not merely to wish well to others and to rejoice in
thelr good; that implies no lsboricusness of love. But, we
are to burden ourselves with the wants of others and to under-
take labors on behslf of the sick, the poor, the oppreased,
the ignorant, and the erring. The Thessslonians were full
of the labors; their chureh 1ife had become one labor of love,
a putting forth of painful effort for esch other, without
thought of rews rd,gitb only the desire to please the Measisr.

2, The 13@@? which love inspires
Iove 1ls the mightesi mobive; the one which never failz. Chrisgt-
ien work 1s animmtbed hv the_follewing three-fold motive swe=
113 Tha work is worth doing
{2) Goad is worih serving
{3} Seuls are worth saving.

Fe The lsbor which love does
(1) Tt undergoes any sacriflces
{2} It suecumbs to ¥noff fatigue
{3Y It spsres no energles.

%7, The Patience of Their Hope

Hope was the charscteristic grace of the ?bes*alorlans. It was
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, which is mcre exactly definedin
this epistle as hope with regerd to Hisz coming. It was a hope
which burned in them with extra@rdinary intensity. Thelr hope
1mv0??€d L eeene

Le A sincere conviction that Christ would come againe.
2. & thorough prepasration for His coming.
' Z. An earnest axpeatatién.@f fiis coming.
4, & longing desire for His comirg.
Goneiugi@n:'
Faith is the eommencement of the spiritusl life; it is éeén by its
works; and it refers tc the past. Love is the progress and continuvance of

~the spiritusl life; 1t iz geen by its selif-denying exerticn; and it refers

to the present. Hope ls the completion of the spiritual life: it iz seen
by its petience and enamrdr@e, and it refers to the future. Faith is to
work. love iz to labor, and hove is to endure.



