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Pzul wrote the Thessalonians to the effect that whether in sickness or in health, in
progperity or in adversity, in prison or at liberty, in full exuberance of life
or in the bitter pangs of death, whatever their oubwsrd clrcumsiances, whatever the
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Cur most common notion of thenkiviness is of pratitude for some obvious venelits
bestowed upon us. We arve thankiul for [ood waen ayre mungry, for wind words when
we are sad, for money when we are poor, snd for health when we have been sick.
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Personally, I am especisliy thankful for four thingsi-—

I. The Saviocur.

There zre seven facits about the Lord Jesus Christ that make me thankful for Him.
{13 lived.

{20

LV

(33 s buried

(53 arose Iroa the dead.

(%) scended.

(&) is interceding for us.

{73 iz coming ;
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ninetesn centuries has been ths center of the best il
the best sacriflice, and the molive of the best living.

1 is a Joyous 3f1v1¢@vﬁ to accept, love, cbey, and serve Him who for more than
hought, the inspiration of

IT. The Scriptures.

The Seriptures contain the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the
doom of sinners, end the happiness of believers. Their doctrines are holy, their
precepts are binding, thelr hisborles are true, and their decisions ere imutable,
They have light to direct, food to support, and comiort to cheer, The Bible is

the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pllot's compass, the soldier's sword,
and the Christilan's chariter. Christ is its subject, our good its desipgn, and the
glory of God iils end. It iﬁvolves the highsest TcS?Oﬁ313iiiﬁjﬁ it will reward the
greatest labor, condemn those who trifle with it. It is the loveliest and best

£ 212 books.




T1T. The Church.

T think of my church as a spiritusl body, a redemptive force, a company of disciples,
and a group of friendly helvers. 1T is an instiiution which concerns consclenoa,
sonvietions, character, conseecration, conduct, and charity. It urges uwnderstanding,
unselfishness, and usefulness. T1 ecalls for courtesy, cheerfulness, compassion,
courage, and cooperation. I think of it as the place where the ¥Word of God is preached,
the power of God is felt, the spirit of God is manilested, the love of God is con~-

eived, and the salwvabtion of Jod is received. It is & place ito go for communion
with God, for Christian fellowship with the best and most devout people, for Hible
ingtruction, for spiritusl inspiration, and for real service. The church is a
necessary instituetion, the best teacher of righiteocusness which we have, the friend
of ehildhood, the ingpirer of youth, the strengthener of midile life, and the com-
forter of old ape.

I¥. The Assurance of & Home In Heaven.

Biopy we know that, if our earthly house of this itabernacle were dissolved, we have

& building of God, a2 house not made with hands, eternsl in the heavens. 2 Corinthians
5:1, This is a deseription of ocur new home which is the best home of 8ll. I am

so thankful that I have made my reservetion for & home in Heaven. I am alsc thank-
ful that I have ithe assurance that when He calls me home I shall have a rest from

my labors, & reward for my service, & residence with the Iord, and will enjoy a re-~
union with all of the saved.



